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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 08959 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, SS, SP 

SUBJECT: A SPANISH ROLE IN THE SAHARA DISPUTE 

REF: STATE 195571 

1 . POLITICAL COUNSELOR SAW LOPEZ AGUIRREBENGOA AFTERNOON 
AUGUST 3 AND CONVEYED FIVE POINTS IN PARA 1 REFTEL TO 

HIM. 

2. IN RESPONSE LOPEZ EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR OUR OFFER 
AND SAID SPANISH WOULD KEEP IT VERY MUCH IN MIND. 

HOWEVER, MADRID WAS NOW IN THE BACKGROUND AND PARIS WAS 
THE PROTAGONIST IN SEARCHING FOR A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION. 

3. QUESTION IS PROBABLY EVEN MORE SENSITIVE FOR MADRID 
THAN FOR PARIS, LOPEZ SAID, BECAUSE OF INTERNAL POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS. DURING MEETING WITH OPPOSITION FOREIGN POLICY 
SPOKESMEN AUGUST 2 (SEPTEL) IT BECAME CLEAR THAT 
OPPOSITION ELEMENTS WOULD SUPPORT ANY EFFORT MADE BY GOS 
TO ASSIST IN FINDING A SETTLEMENT, LOPEZ SAID. HOWEVER, 
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GOS WAS NOT THE IDEAL MEDIATOR BECAUSE IT COULD NOT 
PROPOSE OR STRONGLY ADVOCATE ANY SOLUTION THAT MIGHT 
PROVE OFFENSIVE TO THE MOROCCANS. 

4. WHEN ASKED WHETHER SPANISH HAVE INFORMATION ON CURRENT 
MOROCCAN ATTITUDE TOWARD POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
SAHARAN ENTITY IN THE MAURITANIAN OCCUPIED SAHARA, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

LOPEZ REPLIED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO DIRECT CONTACTS WITH 
THE MOROCCANS ON THIS. DIRECT CONTACT WILL TAKE PLACE, 

HE SAID, PROBABLY IN SEPTEMBER. WHEN PRESSED, HE SAID 
HE COULD GIVE NO MORE INFORMATION AT THIS TIME. (COM- 
MENT: OUR GUESS WOULD BE THAT LOPEZ MAY HAVE BEEN REFER- 
RING HERE TO A POSSIBLE VISIT BY KING JUAN CARLOS 
TO MOROCCO IN SEPTEMBER. TODMAN 
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